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1. What is Legionella? 
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6. Ongoing maintenance and risk management 

7. Successes/lessons learned 

8. Other issues 
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What is Legionella? 

ÅUbiquitous aquatic bacteria 
that grows in biofilms 

ÅGrows in building cooling 
tower sumps/hot tubs 

ÅAlso found in potable water 

ÅCauses legionellosis 
(pneumonia) in 
immunocompromised 
people 

ÅMonitoring and control 
measures required 
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Columbia 
Universityôs  
five campuses 

Morningside/Manhattanville Campus ς Non-healthcare 
facility 

  

Medical Center Campus ς Mixed Healthcare and Non-
healthcare facility 

 

Nevis Campus (Westchester County) 

 

LamontςDoherty Earth Observatory (Rockland county) 

 



ά¦Ǌōŀƴ ŎƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŜǊέ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ  



tƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ [ŜƎƛƻƴƴŀƛǊŜǎΩ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ 
Additional sites found with legionella bacteria 
Locations of people with Legionnaires 
 

Legionnairesô disease in the Bronx 

Å New York City sees about 200 to 300 cases of Legionnaires' disease 
a year. 

Å 12 deaths  in Bronx outbreak in August 2015 
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How was Columbia University doing prior to the 
NYC and NYS mandates? 

ÅAdherence to technical manuals/standards 

1996 2000 


